CHAPTER II

THE BAY  COLONY

WHILE the Pilgrims were thus establishing them-
selves as the first occupants of the soil of New
England, other men of various sorts and motives
were trying their fortunes within its borders and
were testing the opportunities which it offered
for fishing and trade with the Indians. They
came as individuals and companies, men of wan-
dering disposition, romantic characters many of
them, resembling the rovers and adventurers in
the Caribbean or representing some of the many
activities prevalent in England at the beginning of
the seventeenth century. Thomas Weston, former
ally of the Pilgrims, settled with a motley crew
of rude fellows at Wessagusset (Quincy) and there
established a trading post in 1622. Of this
settlement, which came to an untimely end after
causing the Pilgrims a great deal of trouble, only
a blockhouse and stockade remained. Another
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